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Editorial  

 

Anyone who has read the second 

book (Small World) in the wonderful 

trilogy of British author David Lodge 

will chuckle at his discussion of 

academics gallivanting around the 

academic conference circuit.  With the 

increasing frequency of conferences, 

workshops and symposia, and the 

escalating cost of attending them, it is 

apposite to consider their importance 

in linkage and exchange of new 

knowledge. 

Undoubtedly conferences provide an 

important medium at which to hear 

and present state-of-the-art research 

outcomes, discuss and debate the 

priority issues, meet colleagues and 

support early-career researchers.  

They provide a valuable opportunity to 

present and seek feedback on 

preliminary findings and promote our 

research programs. 

Dissemination of the information 

presented at conferences is 

particularly important in the case of 

rural health because its diverse 

audience of practitioners (doctors, 

nurses, allied health professionals, 

health service managers), policy 

advisors, funders and above all 

consumers, is spread far and wide 

across the nation.  As researchers we 

have an added obligation to ensure 

that our research is disseminated 

widely among diverse outlets ï the 

daily media, academic journals, 

professional newsletters, websites etc. 

We are fortunate to have 

organisations such as the National 

Rural Health Alliance (based in 

Canberra) and Primary Health Care 

Research & Information Service  

 

 

(based in Adelaide) that provide fine 

support in serving as information 

clearing houses and advocating on 

behalf of rural and remote health 

issues.  For example, all the thematic 

review papers presented by invited 

speakers at the recent Inaugural Rural 

and Remote Health Research 

Symposium in Brisbane are available 

at: 

http://nrha.ruralhealth.org.au/otherconfere

nces/docs/RRHSS%20authors%20papers

17Jun08.pdf .  

The point is that it is incumbent upon 

us to ensure that we are 

comprehensive in our dissemination of 

research in appropriate outlets if we 

want the policy makers and 

governments to implement the 

recommendations and outcomes that 

can assist to bring about improved 

health care delivery for rural and 

remote Australians, and thereby 

improve their health status. 

As busy academics, it is very easy on 

our return to the office to focus solely 

on purely academic outputs and 

neglect important follow-up work that 

can assist the knowledge transfer that 

is so important as the basis for policy 

development and program funding 

and implementation.  Quality 

academic literature (which is often not 

the mainstay reading of rural health 

policy makers and practitioners) must 

be accompanied by navigational aids 

in the form of focused one-pagers and 

media releases that highlight the need 

to access and digest the academic 

journal articles. 

So next time you are fortunate to 

attend that conference with hundreds  

 

 

of ñhighly-educated, articulate, 

ambitious, competitive men and 

women é to meet and lecture and to 

question and to discuss and to gossip 

and to ploy and to philander and to 

party and to hire or be hiredò, donôt 

forget the importance of the follow up 

work to ensure maximum knowledge 

take-up by policy advisors and those 

in positions of power.  

John Humphreys  
 

If you would like to  
contribute to this newsletter,  

please contact 

Lisa Lavey on 03 5440 9082  

or email 
lisa.lavey@med.monash.edu.au 
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Recent Grants  

Dental Health Services Victoria  

Congratulations to Rachel Tham who 

has been awarded a Dental Health 

Services Victoria Research Grant for 

$49,700. The project ñOral health 

treatment needs and psychosocial 

determinants among older adults 

living in a regional centre in Victoriaò 

is a joint collaboration with Dr 

Rodrigo Marino from the University 

of Melbourne.  Ensuring access to 

high quality rural health services, 

particularly in relation to oral health, 

is a national priority and this study 

will focus particularly on the oral 

health of rural Victorians.   

Bill Kent Prato Fellowship  

Congratulations to Leigh Kinsman 

who has been awarded the 

prestigious Bill Kent Prato Fellowship 

from Monash University.  Leigh will 

be furthering his research ñClinical 

Pathways: Cure or Curse for 

International Healthcare Systems?ò 

while based in Prato.  He will be 

working closely with his German 

research collaborators to undertake 

this research whilst also negotiating 

a research plan with the European 

Pathways Association, which is 

based in Piedemonte, Italy.  He will 

be based in Prato for five weeks in 

June/July 2009. 
National Seniors Australia  

Congratulations to Dr Sam Davis 

and Karly Smith who have been 

awarded a National Seniors 

Productive Ageing Centre Grant for 

$48,734. The project ñBeing involved 

in the country: productive ageing in 

different types of rural communitiesò 

is a joint collaboration with Jeanette 

Grant from Bendigo Loddon Primary 

Care Partnership and was one of 

only four successful grants awarded 

this year.  This important research 

involves conducting a 

comprehensive community survey 

throughout Northern Victoria over the 

next 12 months and will obtain 

essential baseline data in relation to 

productive rural ageing. 

Australian Rotary 
Health Research 
Fund  - presentation  

A major three-year research 

project is being conducted into the 

Elmore Primary Health Service in 

the Loddon-Campaspe region of 

Victoria.  This study investigates 

the factors that have made this 

health service so successful and 

responsive to changing 

community needs and health 

system requirements. 

The study is being led by 

Professor John Humphreys and 

the Project Manager Dr Rachel 

Tham from Monash University 

Bendigo, Dr Adel Asaid from the 

Elmore Primary Health Service 

and Ms Karen Riley from Bendigo 

Community Health Services. 

This study of such an innovative 

rural health service is one of the 

most rigorous studies carried out 

in Australia. The evidence from 

this research will provide a 

valuable basis to guide health 

policies for small rural 

communities that face difficulties 

in attracting doctors and other 

health professionals, and 

maintaining adequate health care 

services. 

During the study the research 

team will collect information from 

staff and clients of Elmore Primary 

Health Service and other health 

services.  A major community 

survey of the residents in the 

Elmore region will investigate their 

health service experiences and 

needs. 

The Australian Rotary Health 

Research Fund is funding this 

research as part of its rural health 

service research program.  This 

program aims to maximise the 

effectiveness of services available 

for rural people with health 

problems and to ensure they have 

the best health outcomes. 

On Thursday 14 August 2008, Mr 

Ron Pickford from the Australian 

Rotary Health Research Fund 

visited the Elmore Primary Health 

Service to present an Australian 

Rotary Health Research Fund 

commemorative plaque to the 

research team and see this 

innovative health service first 

hand. 

Faculty Research 
Grants Calendar  
 

Enquiries can be emailed to: 
medicine.research@med.monash.edu.au  

Octo ber 2008:  

Å 2009 Travel Grants, Round 
1 ï call for applications 

Å 2008 Bridging Postdoctoral 
Fellowships Round 2 ï call 
for applications 

Å 2009 Senior Postdoctoral 
Fellowships ï call for 
applications 

November 2008:  

Å 2009 Travel Grants, Round 
1 ï applications close 19

th
 

November 

Å 2008 Bridging Postdoctoral 
Fellowships, Round 2 ï 
applications close 21

st
 

November 

Å 2009 Senior Postdoctoral 
Fellowships ï applications 
close 28

th
 November 

Mr Ron Pickford (Australian Rotary 

Health Research Fun d), Dr Adel Asaid 

(Elmore Primary Health Service) and 

Professor John Humphreys  
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