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Clinical Presentation

Strange or odd, reflecting social impairment
« Monotone voice, little to no facial expression

 Upset by change, rituals for doing things in set
ways,; scripts for saying things

 Obsessions w/ focus on collections of stuff or
facts; memory or attention for detail superior



Clinical Presentation

. No common sense or insight; poor concept formation, problem solving;
inflexibility; rule and fact based.

. Socially emotionally very young

. Very poor perspective taking if any; little empathy

. Poor face & emotion recognition
. Gullible

. Appear egocentric

. Aloof or Intense relationships

. Motor and Sensory Problems



High Functioning Autism and Asperger’s
disorder are discrete DSM-IV clinical
diagnoses

Qualitative Impairment in social interaction

Restricted, repetitive and stereotyped patterns
of behaviour, interests and activities

Qualitative Impairments in Communication

Asperger’s disorder: Do not have qualitative
Impairments in communication plus normal
language development Hsx.




Key Message: Anxiety and Depression

e Children with HFA and AD often present with
high levels of emotional and behavioural
disturbance, notably, anxiety and depression.

« Therisk period is life long, and for some
Individuals becomes greater as protective
factors associated with childhood (e.g.
structure parents/school) reduce over time.
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