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}DEVELOPMENTAL LEVELS OF CHILD

}CONCEPTS OF DEATHð
ƁNATURE 

ƁPERMANENCE

}RELATIONSHIP TO PERSON/SWHO:
ƁHAVE DIED

ƁARE DYING

ƁPROXIMITY, ATTACHMENTS

}PHENOMENA OVER TIME



}CONCEPTSrelated to ATTACHMENT
ƁBOWLBY: ATTACHMENT, SEPARATION AND LOSS

ƁNORMAL AND òPATHOLOGICALó MOURNING ð
CHILDõS RISK OF PATHOLOGY

}MULTIPLE CLINICAL STUDIES

}SOME SYSTEMATIC STUDIES(eg. Cerel et al 2006) 

of TRAJECTORIES OF REACTION, PHENOMENA 
(over time)

}MULTIPLE MODELSEg. BLACK, WORDEN & 
ADULT, eg. STROEBE, DUAL PROCESS etc etc



}2- 8 YR OLDS ð(Raphael et al 1980)

}BEHAVIOURALCHANGES:
ƁWITHDRAWAL

ƁACTING OUT, AGGRESSION

}SADNESS, YEARNING, WORDS

}QUESTIONS / ANSWERS

}CONCRETE ðDECEASEDõS PLACE

}CONTINUITY OF - òFAMILYó  
ƁSECURITY / SAFETY

}COMFORTING & AFFECTION



}NATURE OF DEATH: 
ƁSUDDEN, UNEXPECTED vs

ƁSLOW, e.g. DYING OF CANCER

ƁòPREPAREDNESSó or OTHER

}SURVIVING PARENT/S, SIBLINGS, OTHERS
ƁPERSONAL GRIEF & CAPACITY TO RESPOND / 
RECOGNISE CHILDRENõS WORDS, QUESTIONS, 
REALITIES

}BELIEFS, MEANING & EXPLANATIONS

}RITUAL and INCLUSION e.g. FUNERAL etc



}MAY BE:
ƁGRADUAL, INTERMITTENT

ƁEXPRESSED VARIABLY

ƁòABANDONMENTó

ƁANGER / LIFE CHANGE

}MAJORITY: ADAPTATIONS AND VULNERABILITY

}SECURITY / CONTINUITY / MOVING FORWARD
ƁHOME, FAMILY, SCHOOL, LIFE

}MEMORIESAND ONGOING ATTACHMENTS
ƁREAL INTERNALISATIONS / IDEAL / OTHER



}LOSSESOF PERSON, FAMILY STRUCTURE, ROLES 
AND RELATIONSHIPS

}EXPECTED FUTURES ð
ƁSOCIAL, ECONOMIC, HOME etc.
ƁFAMILY LIFE AND MILESTONES
ƁCHANCES UNFORESEEN

}SOURCES OF CARE AND COMFORT & 
ATTACHMENTS
ƁOLDER CHILDREN / ADOLESCENTS
ƁCARING FOR YOUNGER, VICARIOUS
ƁòREPLACEMENTSó

} IDENTITY CHANGES



}COMPLICATED, PROLONGED ð(Prigerson et al)

related to: 
ƁNATURE OF ATTACHMENT

ƁDISTINCT FROM PTSD, DEPRESSION

ƁHIGH SEPARATION ANXIETY (earlier labelled 
òtraumatic griefó), ONGOING FOCUSON DECEASED

}MELHEM ET AL (2007)
ƁFOCUS ON COMPLICATED GRIEF

ƁPOPULATION STUDY ON PARENTAL LOSS, ON 
CHILDREN 7- 18 YEARS

ƁICG- R ðCLINICALLY SIGNIFICANT SYNDROME


