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Â Background to Black Saturday, February 2009

Â Austin CAMHS experience

Â PTSD in children ïwhat do we know?

Â Treatments

Â Psychosocial recovery in communities

Â Role of specialist services

Â Future needs



BUILD UP TO BLACK SATURDAY

ÂSaturday February 7th 2009

ÂHottest day on record ï46.4 c

ÂWind speeds at 100km/hr

ÂñExtremeò fire danger

ÂLast big fire in Victoria was ñAsh Wednesdayò 
1983

ÂNumerous warnings to communities to ñbe 
preparedò 



BLACK SATURDAY 

Â Unprecedented ïsingle greatest humanitarian natural disaster 
to have occurred in Australia (Darwin Cyclone Tracey, Canberra 
bushfires etc) 

Â 173 people died

Â Many more suffered injuries

Â 78 communities destroyed

Â 430,000 hectares burnt

Â Destroyed 2000 properties

100ôs businesses

3,550 agricultural facilities

Â 7000 people displaced

Â Fires continued burning until 13th March 2009 (5 weeks) 
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