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How to research for your assignment – brief tips (Social Work)
Starting out

Subject guide http://www.lib.monash.edu.au/subjects/social-work/ 

The Social Work subject guide is good starting point for research.  It provides links to useful resources for Social Work, including recommended reference works, websites, key journals and databases.
What information do you need?

Consider your research topic
· What are your main concepts?  
· What questions are you trying to answer
· Or what are the arguments that you are presenting?  
Brainstorm your ideas and consider any synonyms for the main concepts to use as search terms in the catalogue or database.  Modify your search as you find more information on your topic.  
Refer to the ‘Developing a database search strategy’ help sheet.

Where to search for information

Background information

Do you understand your topic?  General textbooks and reference items such as encyclopedias and dictionaries can help you to define words and ideas, and you can find introductory material or an overview of the main issues in books.  Check your textbook and lecture notes for other good background information.
· Use the library’s catalogue to locate relevant books and reference material: http://library.monash.edu.au/
· Browse the shelves - note the call number down of a useful book.  You’ll find similar books on the shelves in the same area.

Specialised information

Academic journal articles provide specialised information on a particular topic.  They are published in journals, and can provide more up-to-date information than books.  They are generally written by experts in the area.  Peer-reviewed articles are the most reputable, as they have been checked by other experts prior to publication.
· Use the library’s databases to find journal articles on your topic.  A database may be multidisciplinary, or may focus on a particular subject area.  It may provide a citation or the full text.  Go to databases: http://www.lib.monash.edu.au/databases/ 

Newspapers can also provide useful information about social work issues.
Newspaper databases include elibrary Australasia, Factiva, and Newsbank.  Go to databases: http://www.lib.monash.edu.au/databases/ and browse by title to access specific databases.  
Citing and Referencing – Harvard style 

It is important to reference resources that you use in your work in order to recognise the academic work of others by acknowledge the source, and to avoid plagiarism.

References are always written in a standard format.  There is an online tutorial to help in using Harvard citation style, the format used for Social Work.

http://www.lib.monash.edu.au/tutorials/citing/harvard.html 

Learning skills can also assist you with developing your referencing skills:

http://www.monash.edu.au/lls/llonline/writing/general/ 

or attend a drop-in session - http://www.lib.monash.edu.au/classes/dropin-sessions.html.
Attend a class

The library runs classes in finding information, such as using various databases or the catalogue, and learning skills classes.
Search and register for these at https://my.monash.edu.au/news-and-events/bookings/library/ 
Getting Help in the Library

There are many ways to obtain information in the library, both on and off-campus.

http://www.lib.monash.edu.au/help/
Visit the Information Desk

Phone 9905 5054

Ask via my.monash

Chat online (click on the link in the help page)

or, contact your subject librarian:

Fiona Russell   

Subject Librarian, Social Work (Caulfield Campus)

9903 2443

fiona.russell@lib.monash.edu.au
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