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Developing a Database Search Strategy (Social Work)

Databases are a useful tool for finding journal articles on a particular topic.  

Databases allow for more sophisticated searching than search engines, and contain information about journal articles and other published material such as theses, book chapters and book reviews. 
Generally, the information they provide is either a summary (abstract) of a journal article or in some cases the complete or full text of an article.  
Select a database from http://www.lib.monash.edu.au/databases/social_work.html. 

This handout refers to the APA-FT database, however the following steps are applicable to database searching in general.  
1. What is your topic?



e.g. What factors contribute to domestic violence in rural areas?
2. What are the key concepts?



e.g.  domestic violence

rural

3. Are there other ways in which I can express these key concepts?  For example:

· Synonyms (including American terminology)  (e.g. battered children, child abuse)

· Plural/ singular  (e.g. woman, women)

· Spelling  (e.g. behavior, behaviour)

· Variations of a root word  (e.g.  care, carer, caring)

· Acronyms  (e.g.  ATSI, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander)


e.g.  domestic violence,   family violence 




rural,  remote,  regional

4. For each key concept, list its keywords and link them with OR:


e.g.  domestic violence OR family violence




rural OR remote OR regional

5. Link each key concept set with AND to obtain records which contain at least one of the terms from the concept set:



e.g. (domestic violence or family violence) AND (rural or remote or regional)
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· Using the linking term AND in a search narrows or focuses a search

· Using the linking term OR in a search broadens the search

· Databases often have limiting features.  In APA-FT, tick the boxes under the search query box to limit your results to full content, or to particular years by adjusting the date range boxes
· The ‘*’ (truncation) symbol will retrieve various endings for a given word, e.g. child* will search for child, children, childhood 

· Other databases may use a different truncation symbol, e.g. ‘?’ – check the database online help 
6. Evaluate the records retrieved, and modify the search accordingly. 

Click on ‘complete record’ to view individual results which are relevant to the topic.

Are there any terms within the results (especially subject terms) that you can use in a subsequent search?  The image below shows a complete record with subject terms.
[image: image2.png]“The importance of respecting Indigenous culture [Opinion pisce]
AU: Lawrence, Carmen

S0: Developing Practice, no.16, Winter 2006: 5-8

JT: Developing Practice

PG: 58
PD: Winter 20068

SMJ: Aboriginal culture; Child abuse; Domestic violence
SMi: Aboriginal customary law; Aboriginal communities; Remots areas; Public administration;
Disadvantaged groups

1D: Community dysfunction

ABE No

445-6818

FT: htfpisearch informit com au.ezprosy lib monash sdu auffulTextre:
DLM: 2710912008

EN: 200810

DN: 200609972

PAFT,dn=200800972

Backtoresuts | [Ful Text POF Geriay Databse: APAFT




A major subject term (SMJ) indicates that the article is substantially about that topic.  A minor subject term (SMI) indicates that the article contains some information about that topic.  Using subject terms can therefore be an effective way of focusing the search on the most relevant articles.  They may also suggest terminology or aspects of the topic that you had not yet considered.

Below is an example of a modified search based on subject terms identified in various records from the initial search.  
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Limit your search

Limiting options allow you to restrict the results of your search by year, full text, resource type, language or other parameter, depending on the database.  In APA-FT, you can limit by date or to full content records.
General tips

· To focus the search more closely: reduce the OR term(s), or add AND term(s)

· To broaden the search: increase the OR term(s), or reduce the AND term(s), or use the truncation symbol
· For full text, click on the full text link if available, or on[image: image4.png]L

Check for full text



 to check the catalogue for print versions of the journal an article is not available in full text through the database.
For further help, go to: http://www.lib.monash.edu.au/help/
searching by subject term





subject terms
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