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BSW SINGAPORE

NEWSLETTER SEMESTER 1, 2011
Greetings to you all and welcome back to study for semester 1, 2011. For those of you who are about to commence the BSW programme a very warm and cordial welcome to the course. I hope that you have enjoyed a happy family time during the recent Christmas, New Year and Chinese New Year Festivities.

I would like to commence with a few housekeeping issues that you need to be aware of:

· All students should have received a copy of the February workshops schedule during December 2010. Please contact SSTI if you have not already received your copy. You need to be aware that attendance at the workshops is compulsory and you need to contact the Monash course coordinator if there are any difficulties in this area.

· We have added an additional workshop into the programme to cover fieldwork. This briefing is scheduled for Thursday 24 February and is compulsory for all students who plan to undertake a fieldwork placement during 2011. This workshop will offer you an overview of the fieldwork subject and will specifically address all placement requirements. I will make further comments aobut fieldwork later in this newsletter.

· All students MUST communicate with all Monash staff through their student email accounts. Communication through this email account ensures that we are able to identify you promptly. As well, regular checking of your student email accounts ensures that you receive all appropriate communication from Monash. 

Reflecting on the past year, there have been many developments to share with you. The first is we have proceeded with a new intake of students, with a number of students completing bridging units in the 2010-2011 summer semester in time to commence their BSW studies in 2011. After much reflection and consideration this will be our last intake of students into the programme although it will remain an option for prospective Singaporean social workers to undertake their studies on-line as international students or as international students studying on-campus in Australia. We are committed, however, to ensuring that students currently enrolled in the programme are not disadvantaged by this decision and we will ensure that the study programme is ‘taught out’ over the next few years although you may need to undertake some of your final units via the Distance Education mode of study.
For those of you who have read the semester 2, 2010 newsletter, you will have noted that the GLASS unit was formally launched through the year. More honours were afforded to the GLASS unit with a visit by the Governor-General of Australia, Her Excellency Ms Quinton Bryce, in September 2010. It was an honour for the Department of Social Work to be able to host this event which was precipitated by the interest of the Governor-General in the work being untaken by the GLASS Unit and her patronage of that unit.
We have also had some staff changes during the year. We have welcomed Dr Deborah Western and Dr Melissa Petrakis. We have also seen the departure of Associate Professor Max Liddell, Dr Ralph Hampson and Ms Stephanie Vrionis during the year, all of whom will be missed by the Department.

In recent months there has also been a review of the Singapore programme undertaken by the Monash Transnational Quality Assurance Review Committee. This review is a part of the internal processes that ensure that the quality and integrity of the programme is maintained. SSTI was both directly involved in and helpful with the review. As well, the Review Committee met with some of our students, tutors and other key stakeholders. While the findings of the Review Committee were generally very positive there is still much work to be done on a range of specific issues to further enhance the programme. 

On the fieldwork front, we have worked with the Singapore Social Work Registration Board to ensure that the fieldwork requirements in our fieldwork programme reflect the Singaporean requirements and standards that will enable you to become registered social workers upon graduation from the course. For these reasons we have agreed to increase the hours of placement to 1,000 hours overall consisting of two separate placements each of 500 hours. It is important for each of you to think about becoming registered social workers, as a part of your professional career and it is also important for each of you to think about becoming members of the Singapore Association of Social Workers (you can also join the Australian Association of Social Workers). Belonging to our professional associations is an important part of developing the standards of our profession as well as having a collective voice for a range of policy developments. While you cannot register as a social worker prior to graduation you might like to think about becoming a student member of the professional association (check the website www.sasw.org.sg).

At Monash we have focussed to a significant extent on the development of our Masters of Social Work (Qualifying) throughout 2010, its inaugural year of offer. We have also spent considerable time looking at ways to integrate subjects from both our MSW(Q) and our BSW programme – from 2012 the subjects in the BSW will look a little different and will be taught a little differently. However, this will not have a negative impact on your pathways through the study programme.
The University has taken a decision that graduation will not be offered in Singapore in 2011. While I appreciate that this may be a disappointment it is emphasised that the decision was made at University level and is beyond the control of the Department of Social Work.  As Monash graduates you are eligible to graduate through any Monash ceremony (please check the graduations website for details of 2011 offerings) and we are hoping to plan a joint celebration with SSTI at midyear.
I was recently asked a question by one of our students about the long term study directions that are possible. In the Department of Social Work, as in the University, we are committed to lifelong learning. Indeed, as we embark on our journey as social work practitioners we will find ourselves facing many new challenges and needing to develop new insights and understanding. For graduates with a BSW there is a clear pathway into our Masters of Social Work (coursework degree) that will suit practitioners seeking to explore specific practice areas. There is also a PhD programme available. All details are available on our website and I might add, as a practitioner who returned to post graduate study and learning, the journey is rewarding and a very different study experience compared to undergraduate learning. I would urge all of you, after a suitable break, to seriously consider embarking on post graduate study. Of course through the Department of Social Work at Monash!!
I would like to reaffirm some advance notice already given. The Department of Social Work will be hosting a conference in September 2011 at the University’s Prato Centre in Tuscany, Italy. Details are on the social work website and the conference themes will cover a range of issues that will be relevant to many practitioners. As well, the conference is a good opportunity to combine work with a little leisure time in the beautiful Tuscany area.

I wish you well for your studies in this semester. I would also welcome any feedback about this newsletter as well as any ideas you might have about what should be covered in future newsletters.
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