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Dear All

For some of you, this will be a fond farewell. If you are completing your degree this year, I hope your experience at Monash has been a positive one and that you feel ready for and excited about the prospect of working as a social worker.  For those who can make it, I look forward to seeing you at graduation.
For everyone else – we will do it all again next year!!

HOT TOPICS, questions, points of interest, stories of distance study and rural and interstate field work
Administration
Many of you will have already had contact with the new DE Administrator, Natalie 
Melder; I am thrilled to have her on board.  Natalie works 5 days per week.
Her email is

Natalie.Melder@med.monash.edu.au
And her phone is 03 9903 1047.

Re enrolment
You are able to enrol in subjects for next year now (as some of you have already done).  WES has had some problems and was off line for a short while a few weeks ago.  If you have any problems with re-enrolment, or simply want to check that you have been enrolled as you intended – please check with Pat Sykes

Pat.Sykes@med.monash.edu.au 

AASW accreditation

The Australian Association of Social Workers (AASW) will be undertaking a review of the Monash Bachelor of Social Work in December this year.  This is a regular (about every 5 years) event to ensure that the course meets the AASW requirements.

As per the AASW Education and Accreditation Standards document (available on www.aasw.asn.au), the purpose of the review is to "ensure graduates are able to demonstrate the minimum standards for social work education". The AASW will appoint a three person Accreditation Panel who will have contact with a small group of students to discuss their views of the BSW. 

Police checks – update
For anyone undertaking a fieldwork placement, a current, new national police check must be obtained before placement commences.  There is a new form, and the link is

http://www.med.monash.edu.au/current/docs/police-check-form-cpp.pdf 

FOR INTERSTATE STUDENTS

I have discussed the reality of not all Monash students living in Victoria with Victoria Police, and they are happy to process checks from interstate students.  This means that you will be able to use the student discount arrangement that Monash has with VicPol.

AASW conference
The link to the National AASW conference is

http://www.iceaustralia.com/strengthinunity2008/
Philip Mendes is presenting a paper on Tuesday 11 November in Sydney on young people leaving state out of home care; he is also presenting a sub-key note address at the Department of Child Safety Conference in Brisbane on Wednesday 12 November. Anyone who wants a copy of either paper is welcome to email him.
Marija Dragic is also presenting at the National AASW conference, her paper is titled "Supervision: The key to good practice".  It will address the importance of supervision in the education of students on placement.  It will provide participants with resources and guides and an easy to use model in starting the supervision process and what to do:

​
* before you meet with the student;

​
* the first supervision session, and;

​
* planning for further supervision sessions.  
February workshops
	MONDAY 9 FEBRUARY

	8:30 – 9:00
	Registration; collection of timetables, skills group allocation, sign in for library sessions

	9:00 – 9:30
	General Information and brief introduction

	9:30 – 1:00
	SWK 3250 Social Work Perspectives on Human Development – Lesley Hewitt

	1:00 – 2:00
	Lunch break – own arrangements

	2:00 – 5:00
	SWK 3250 Social Work Perspectives on Human Development – Lesley Hewitt


The February workshops will trial a slightly different format, which features all students participating for a full day on Wednesday; this means that the introduction, general questions and discussion of items of interest will not take place until Wednesday. The purposes of changing the format are: you get to meet and have some time with everyone from your year; there is an opportunity to look at issues that are of interest to social workers and students that do not relate to only one subject; and to reduce the amount of information that is repeated across the workshops.   As always, the timetable is provisional at this stage, but I do not anticipate any changes.  Should there be a change, we will notify each of you in a group email to your Monash email address – so please continue to check this mail box throughout the summer break. 
Provisional Workshop timetable – 3rd Year

9 – 13 February 2009
	TUESDAY 10 FEBRUARY

	9:30 – 1 :00
	SWK 3230 Social Work Research – Catherine Flynn

	1:00 – 2:00
	Lunch break – own arrangements

	2:00 – 5:00
	SWK 3230 Social Work Research – Catherine Flynn


	WEDNESDAY 11 FEBRUARY

	9:00 – 9:30
	Registration for those who begin workshops today

	9:30 – 10:45
	WELCOME TO ALL THIRD YEAR STUDENTS – Margaret Alston

General course info and expectations – Jennifer McConachy

my.monash & blackboard use – Catherine Flynn

	10:45 – 11:45
	Fieldwork information - Stephanie Vrionis, Jennifer McConachy

	12:00-1:00
	Library sessions

	1:00 – 2:00
	PROVIDED LUNCH FOR ALL STUDENTS

	2:00 – 3:00
	library sessions

	3:00 – 4:00
	Integrating theory and practice

	4.30 – 5:00
	Honours – Catherine Flynn

	5:00 – 8:00
	Indigenous Study 

	THURSDAY 12 FEBRUARY

	9.30 - 11.30
	SWK 3240 Working with Individuals – Chris Trotter



	11.30 – 1:00
	SWK 3240 Working with Individuals Skills Practice Sessions 

	1:00 – 2:00
	Lunch break – own arrangements

	2:00 – 5:00
	SWK 3240 Working with Individuals Skills Practice Sessions 

	FRIDAY 13 FEBRUARY

	9:30 – 1:00
	SWK 3220 – Social Work in Society – Max Liddelll

	1:00 – 2:00
	Lunch break – own arrangements

	2:00 – 4:30
	SWK 3240 Working with Individuals Skills Practice Sessions


Provisional Workshop timetable – 4th Year

16 – 20 February 2009
	MONDAY 16 FEBRUARY


	8:30 – 9:00

	Registration; collection of timetables, group allocation, sign in for library sessions


	9:00 – 9:30

	General Information and brief introduction


	9:30 – 1:00

	SWK4430 – Cross Cultural Social Work – Marija Dragic


	1:00 – 2:00

	Lunch break – own arrangements


	2:00 – 5:00

	SWK4430 – Cross Cultural Social Work – skills practice sessions



	 TUESDAY 17 FEBRUARY

	9:30 – 1 :00
	SWK4430 – Cross Cultural Social Work – skills practice sessions

	1:00 – 2:00
	Lunch break – own arrangements

	2:00 – 5:00
	SWK 4410 Community Work – Philip Mendes

	WEDNESDAY 18 FEBRUARY

	9:30 – 11:00
	SWK 4410 Community Work – Philip Mendes

	10:30 – 11:00
	Registration for those who begin workshops today

	11:00 – 12:00
	WELCOME TO ALL FOURTH YEAR STUDENTS – Margaret Alston

General course info and expectations – Jennifer McConachy

	12:00-1:00
	Library sessions

	1:00 – 2:00
	PROVIDED LUNCH FOR ALL STUDENTS

	2:00 – 3:15
	Integrating theory and practice

	3:15 – 4:15
	Social Workers making a difference

	4.15 – 5:00
	Fieldwork information – Stephanie Vrionis & Jennifer McConachy


	THURSDAY 19 FEBRUARY

	9.30 – 1:00
	SWK 4440 Social Work management – Max Liddell

	1:00 – 2:00
	Lunch break – own arrangements

	2:00 – 5:00
	SWK 4440 Social Work management – Max Liddell

	FRIDAY 20 FEBRUARY

	9:30 – 12:30
	SWK 4420 The Individual, Health and Society – Rosemary Sheehan and Ralph Hampson

	12:30 – 1:30
	Lunch break – own arrangements

	1:30 – 3:30
	SWK 4420 The Individual, Health and Society – Rosemary Sheehan and Ralph Hampson

	3:30 – 4:00
	Final discussion, evaluations and close


I hope you all have an enjoyable summer break and feel refreshed and ready to return to an engaging year of study.

As always, I would be very pleased to receive any feedback about the DE part of the course or the rural and interstate placement experience.  It is my aim to develop the Social Work website to improve communication and connection to DE students, and to raise the profile and improve the experience of rural and interstate placements - so any thoughts would be very welcome. The next newsletter will have more information and I would welcome any thoughts or reflections you would like to share with other DE students.
Finally, thank you for making me feel so welcome. I have enjoyed the contact I have had with you and look forward to seeing you next year.
Best wishes,

Jennifer

Jennifer McConachy

Course Co-ordinator Distance Education

Jennifer.McConachy@med.monash.edu.au 
