



OFF CAMPUS LEARNING
NEWSLETTER MAY, 2009
Hello, I hope Semester One is progressing well for you and that you enjoying your studies so far.  You will note that the term Distance Education has been replaced by Off Campus Learning (OCL) this is so the Department is in line with the way the university names this mode of study; I’m sure you all feel like new people!!
The item of interest in this newsletter will undoubtedly be the timetable for the June workshops – it has been constructed to try to take account of the usual subject progression for BSW and BA/BSW students, and to also allow some time for students to have time to meet and get to know each other face-to-face (rather than through a threaded discussion group or email).
Please send in anything that you think would be of interest for others to know – either for the next newsletter or for me to put up on the (slowly) evolving website.


What’s happening in the Department?
Blackboard sites for all units.

All units now have an activated blackboard site; however, not all are monitored by lecturers.  Your reading pack material will tell you if the blackboard site is a part of the teaching of that unit.  Where there is no teaching done through blackboard, the site still has the capacity for threaded discussion groups and for chat rooms so that students can discuss ideas with each other.

We are trying to get one general site up (a ‘coffee shop’ – or better name if you can suggest one) for Off Campus Learning (OCL) students to be able to chat about student life and life in general – because of the IT constraints this is a little more difficult than unit-based sites, but we are hopeful this will be operational soon.

Social Work website

You will have noticed the reworking of the Social Work website – we still need to include more content, but hope that it is easier to navigate.  If there is something you would like to see on the site or you have ideas about the navigation, etc please let me know.

Emailing the department
Just a reminder, that when you are emailing anyone in the Department, please put your surname and student ID at the start of the subject line – add info about the subject if you wish.  This means we will be able to locate your email more easily in future, if we need to refer back to it.

Unit evaluations
Every semester the university undertakes evaluations of each of the units taught in that semester.  Your evaluations will be available via you’re my.monash portal from 15 May 2009; they do not come to the Department, we only see the aggregated responses, so although it is through your portal, it is anonymous.  The evaluation is a good way to help us develop the units so they are responsive to student needs – so, throw bouquets and bricks (if you need to).  Thanks in advance, for completing these.
FROM THE NOTICE BOARD
Community Leader

One of the on campus students, Marama Kufi, is featured in the Community leader paper, discussing the work he is doing in the Ethiopian community.  The link is

http://www.med.monash.edu.au/news/2009/communityleader.html 
CLAN (Care Leavers Australia Network)
Offers a support and networks for people who grew up in orphanages, children’s homes and in foster care – toll free number is 1800 008 774.

Forensic Disabilities conference
Disability and Justice: Many faces, equal rights? Novotel, St. Kilda, Victoria 15-17 July 2009.  More info via http://www.conorg.com.au/library2009/Registration%20ACSO.pdf 
Child and family Welfare Association of Australia conference
Resilient families need resilient workers symposium. MCG – Melbourne, 24-26 June. More info via

http://www.resilientfamiliessymposium.com.au/ 

Australian Foster care Association.
Better Outcomes. Brighton Beach, New South Wales.  31 October- 2 November.  More info via

http://www.fostercare.org.au/national.html 

HOT TOPICS, questions, points of interest, stories of off campus study and field work

Administration 
Scholarships
The list below is not exhaustive, and not all sites will be for all students, but they are probably worth a look . . . this list will go on to the website soon.  Please send info about any other grants or scholarships that you know of and are worth sharing.

http://www.myfuture.edu.au/services/default.asp?FunctionID=6005 

Gives summary of grants across Australia; includes travel and accommodation that could be used for field placements

http://www.endeavour.deewr.gov.au/ 

The Endeavour Awards is the Australian Government’s internationally competitive, merit-based scholarship program providing opportunities for citizens of the Asia-Pacific, Middle East, Europe and the Americas to undertake study, research and professional development in Australia. Awards are also available for Australians to do the same abroad.

http://www.adm.monash.edu.au/scholarships/  scholarships that Monash University offers

http://www.adm.monash.edu/scholarships/external.html  scholarships offered by organisations outside Monash University

http://www.med.monash.edu.au/current/funding-non-course-academic-activities.html funding for non course academic activities (conferences, etc)

http://www.sarrah.org.au/site/index.cfm?display=74425 for rural students and for rural placements, in a health setting

http://www.aasw.asn.au/about/specialinterest/rural.htm#SW%20scholarship for students who show on going commitment to practice in rural social welfare.

English teaching opportunity in South Korea.
One of our recent post grad students from South Korea (Ben) has come across the following opportunity – not for Social workers specifically, but it may be of interest.

Seeking Australia-born-English-users with at least an undergraduate degree (no matter what they majored in) to teach students English.  Mostly, a one year contract will be offered, but it can be renewed or extended. The average wage for English teachers are reasonable when considering about the living costs in South Korea are lower compared to Australia, and there is a possibility of free accommodation (+ travelling expenses from Australia to South-Korea).  For more details, please contact Ben directly at blueskylive@hanmail.net.

JUNE WORKSHOPS
The timetables for the workshops appear below.  The times are reasonably final, but given the number of guest lecturers and the usual vagaries of life, changes to presenters may be made.  There is also a copy of the timetables on the Social Work website – I will update these if needed; but will not send out any further timetable information – so you need to check the website for the final schedule.

Attendance

The workshops are compulsory for all students enrolled in 3rd and 4th year Social Work units.  This is an AASW and a Monash Uni requirement.  The Department recognises that there may be cases where students need to be exempt from attending – this is generally because of an extreme personal emergency or difficulty. If you believe that you cannot attend, you need to contact me (Jennifer) in advance of the workshops to discuss, and to confirm that you have approval for this.  As per the student information guide – it is likely that you will either be required to attend on campus lectures, or complete make up work.  You can only be exempt from one series of workshops.

If you have attended a workshop for a particular unit in the previous 12 months and subsequently withdrawn (not failed) you might also be exempt, but you also need to check and confirm this – if the subject has changed significantly or if the lecturer believes there are other good reasons, you may still be required to attend.

Recording your attendance

Your attendance is recorded for every session, and verified by you signing in – usually across a photo of yourself.  This is so we have a clear record of your attendance for ourselves and the AASW if needed.  Given the workshops are a requirement the expectation is that you attend for the full session.  The attendance roll will be kept on the table outside the lecture theatre prior to the start of all sessions (except skills sessions where it will be taken in the room), it is most likely that Natalie and/or I will be there.  You must sign in before going into the class.  Our experience is that people who arrive late often ask questions that have already been covered and disrupt the attention of the class.  It is also the position of the Department that as this is a professional course students need to arrive on time, as you would for a work meeting. This is a policy that is replicated across the faculty.

Please ensure that you arrive sufficiently early to sign in before the start of the class.

Ten minutes after the start of the class, the roll will be removed, and if you have not signed in, you will need to come and see me to discuss whether you have attended for long enough to be recorded as having been in the session.  Should you not sign in, and not come and see me, I will assume that you have not attended and the records will show that. 

SOCIAL EVENT – VERY IMPORTANT!!
So that the final year students have a final chance to say farewell to their colleagues, we are organising an evening drinks and discussion session at the campus bar, the Gryff on the evening of Wednesday 24 June.  The Department will provide some finger food/ nibbles.  There is no obligation to attend (but we will talk about you if you aren’t there!) but it would be a good opportunity to have some informal chat and catch ups at the final time you are together.  If you think you are likely to come, can you let Natalie know, just so we can warn inform the Gryff.  The idea for this type of evening came from the feedback sheets from the last workshops – so thanks to whomever thought of it.
3rd year WORKSHOPS; DRAFT TIMETABLE

Monday 15 June – Room B2.15

	8:30 – 9:30
	Sign in, etc

	9:30 – 12:30
	3260 Social Policy – Philip Mendes

	12:30 – 1:30
	LUNCH

	1:30 –  4:30 
	3260 Social Justice – Bernadette Saunders


Tuesday 16 June– Room B2.15 
	9:00 – 9:30
	Sign in

	9:30 – 12:30
	3120 Group work – Lesley Hewitt

	12:30 – 1:30
	LUNCH

	1:30 – 4:30 
	3120 Family work – Alana Johnson


Wednesday 17 June– Room B2.15

ALL STUDENTS to ATTEND

	9:00 – 9:30
	Sign in

	9:30 – 10:00
	Welcome – Margaret Alston and Jennifer McConachy

	10:00 – 11:30
	Guest lecture – working in aged mental health

	11:30 – 1:00
	Guest lecture – working with adolescents

	1:00 – 2:00
	LUNCH provided for all students

	2:00 – 3:30
	Guest lecture – Crisis work

	3:30 – 4:30
	Meet your peers


Thursday 18 June – Rooms to be advised
	9:30 – 1:00
	3180 skills groups

	1:00-2:00
	LUNCH

	2:00-5:00
	3180 skills groups


Friday 19 June
	9:30 – 1:00
	3180 skills groups – rooms to be advised

	1:00-2:00
	LUNCH

	2:00-3:30
	3180 Field work briefing – Room B2.15

	3:30 – 4:00
	Close of workshops


 4th yr WORKSHOPS; DRAFT TIMETABLE

Monday 22 June – Room B2.15
	8:30 – 9:30
	Sign in              

	9:30 – 12:30
	4450 Social Policy II – Philip Mendes

	12:30 – 1:30
	LUNCH

	1:30 –  4:30 
	4450 Social Justice II -  Philip Mendes


Tuesday 23 June – Room B2.15
	9:00 – 9:30
	Sign in

	9:30 – 12:30
	4460  Critical and Creative Social Work

	12:30 – 1:30
	LUNCH

	1:30 –  4:30 
	4460 Critical and Creative Social Work


Wednesday 24 June
– Room B2.15
ALL STUDENTS to ATTEND
	9:00 – 9:30
	Sign in

	9:30 – 10:00
	Welcome – Margaret Alston and Jennifer McConachy

	10:00 – 12:00
	Guest lecture – supervision

	12:00 – 1:00
	LUNCH provided for all students

	1:00 – 2:30
	Guest lecture – working with trauma

	2:30 – 3:00
	Break and catch up with your peers time

	3:00 – 4:30
	Guest lecture - Developing your CV; interview skills and tips

	4:30 onwards
	(optional) drinks and discussion at the Gryff


Thursday 25 June rooms to be advised
	9:30 – 1:00
	4560 skills groups

	1:00 – 2:00
	LUNCH

	2:00 – 5:00
	4560 skills


Friday 26 June

	9:30 – 1:00
	4560 skills groups – rooms to be advised

	1:00 – 2:00
	LUNCH

	2:00 – 3:30
	Fieldwork briefing – Room B2.15

	3:30 – 4:00
	Close of Workshops


I am looking forward to seeing you in June and hope that semester one finishes on a good note for you.
Jennifer McConachy

Course Co-ordinator Off Campus Learning
(03) 9903 1137

Jennifer.McConachy@med.monash.edu.au 
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