



DISTANCE EDUCATION NEWSLETTER
 July 2008

Dear All
As promised here is the post workshops newsletter containing some information about the Department and comments, thoughts and suggestions from the feedback sheets you completed at the workshops.

Evaluation feedback from the June workshops
Thank you to everyone who completed the evaluation sheets.  It is really helpful to hear about the ‘lived’ experience of the workshops.  I anticipate changes to the next workshops as a result of your thoughts and suggestions.

In brief, these were the gist of your comments:

· people valued the time to meet other students and lecturers; 

· workshops that were presented by or had content about working in the field were the most popular; 

· requests for shorter breaks and leaving earlier
· the need for sessions to begin on time
· use of various teaching methods – discussion, DVD, role play – not just straight lecturing was preferred
· guest presenters to have sessions of no more than 2 hours
· presentation or information from AASW 

· interest in Indigenous issues as a topic / presentation.
Copies of presentations

Copies of some of the presentations from the workshops will soon available on the Social work website.  Someone asked about download time of email versus getting the info directly from the web. The time is the same, but larger files are likely to crash some servers, so we thought it best to put the info on the website.
HOT TOPICS, questions, points of interest, stories of distance study and field work
Skills Assessment Timelines - 3180
For DE students the post-in dates are currently 3 October for both pieces of work.  Clearly this is a typographical error.
There has been a request that the first assessment have a post-in date of 6 September to allow for feedback before the next assignment is due.
The post-in date for the second assignment is actually 3 November 2008.

Please feel free to contact Jennifer or Stephanie to discuss any concern that you have about the dates above. A general email will come to each of you asking for a return email to confirm that you know the new dates and agree to submit to those timelines.

Details for Learning Skills Advisor

Please contact Mara for any help regarding oral communication and presentation, reading, study and exam preparation, effective listening and note-taking in lectures and seminars, analysis, problem-solving and critical thinking, and academic essay, report and thesis writing.  You can either make an appointment or ‘drop in’.  The drop-in sessions occur in real time online in 15 minute consultations using free software (Skype - free download from www.skype.com). No appointment is necessary and students are seen on a ‘show-up basis’ contacting mara.reifman (at work) on Skype. In case anyone has problems downloading Skype please contact Mara on mara.reifman@lib.monash.edu.au and she will assist with step-by-step instructions. Drop-in sessions for Social Work are Mondays from 9.00 am to 11.00 am or by appointment. 

Text for 4460 – Critical and Creative Social Work
The coursework guide for this subject states that Child Abuse and Child Protection by Chris Goddard is a required text.  In fact, the course is undergoing a significant redevelopment and this text is no longer required reading.  To accommodate this, some extra discussion of the option one and two questions was held and additional handouts were given at the workshop. The option 3 question was also broadened somewhat so that students could address the question of DHS taking their own staff as hostage and thus creating child protection errors.  

The second part of the option three question is therefore now: 'critically examine the proposal that feelings of intimidation by child protection workers may lead to child protection failures’.  This change will be sent to students enrolled for this subject on their Monash email.

Police and working with children checks
National Police checks are required every 12 months for students on placement.  Even if you are taking a work-based placement you will need an updated Police check – as required by the University’s insurance company. National Police checks are run by the state police.  The link to the Victoria Police form is
http://www.med.monash.edu.au/current/docs/police-check-form-cpp.pdf

Working with children check (WWCC) – most states have a working with children check.  The card you receive will have an expiry date and the check is current until then.  Again, you need to apply through the relevant body in your state.
Both checks need to come to the School for verification.  You need to send the original Police check and the letter and card for the working with children check together with the verification forms for each.  Verification forms are accessed by putting ‘police verification form’ and ‘working with children check verification’ into the search engine for the university.

Finding placements

A few of you have asked about how to find placements.  As well as using local contacts, local governments publish a book of services in their area – these could be a good spring board.  One student, who located a placement in a different state, reflected on how he achieved a great placement:

‘I had the contact of a social worker in Darwin, who was unable to offer a placement but said she would forward an email to her contacts with my request. This email seemed to go far and wide and I had a call from one service organisation and also an email from an individual social worker. I thought that was great for some total strangers to step up and offer to take on a student. 

I also spent quite a while doing searches on the net and emailed suitable services. Most people were very helpful and I almost had another placement in a different organisation!! I guess the bottom line is to be innovative and search widely using a variety of resources.’  

Potential placement opportunities

From time to time, Social Workers contact the Department offering to supervise students on placement.  The following list is not exhaustive, but gives a few ideas of places that may be close to you, or to which you would travel to have a particular placement experience.

· Tennant Creek, NT.  Centacare – setting up (program development) and running (direct service) family support programs, including group work. Contact Nickie at ndjapouras@centacare-nt.org.au 
· NSW – greater southern area health services (Albury, Griffith, Narooma, Wagga and more).  Placements in community, management or inpatient mental health, across all age ranges.  Community development and policy and research also possible.  See www.gsahs.nsw.gov.au  or contact kathie.blankley@gsahs.health.nsw.gov.au
· DHS, Victoria – often have student units and specific student supervisor/ co-ordinators.  Specifically at the moment DHS, Bendigo are looking for fourth year students.  Contact Fiona.Horan@dhs.vic.gov.au  or phone 5434 5586
· Wodonga, Victoria - Upper Hume Community Health service.  Contact Trish at tforbes@uhchs.vic.gov.au 
Core graduate capabilities

The Palliative Care curriculum for undergraduates www.pcc4u.org has identified four core capabilities that are integral for health professionals to provide a palliative approach to care for persons with a life-limiting illness.  These are a helpful base for all Social Work, if extrapolated to the specific area of practice.

1. Effective communication in the context of an individual’s responses to loss and grief, existential challenges, uncertainly and changing goals of care

2. Appreciation of and respect for the diverse human and clinical responses of each individual throughout their illness trajectory

3. Understanding of principles for assessment and management of clinical and supportive care needs

4. The capacity for reflection and self-evaluation of one’s professional and personal experiences and their cumulative impact on the self and others.

Administration 
Sadly, the School has bid farewell to Marlene Polsa, the Distance Education administrator.  There has been some reorganisation of administration positions.  Distance Education students should now direct all administrative enquiries (such as enrolment, intermission or discontinuation of subjects) to Pat Sykes.
February 2009 workshops – advanced notice

The dates for the Feb workshops will be 3rd year – 9 – 13 Feb and 4th year – 16 – 20 Feb.  There is no tentative time table yet – but it will appear on the website in due course.

I hope you enjoy Semester Two – please contact if there is anything that you need clarified, have a concern or if you want to sing someone’s praises.

Best wishes

Jennifer McConachy

Course Co-ordinator Distance Education
(03) 9903 1137

Jennifer.McConachy@med.monash.edu.au 
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