BMedSc Project Proposal: 2010
	Describe an area of work- school/dept


	Rational Investigation Ordering (RIO) in the Emergency Department setting.

	Supervisors
	Dr Al Rudock and Dr Pamela Snow

	Executive Supervisor:


	Dr Pamela Snow 



	Day to Day Supervisors:
	Dr Al Rudock

	Department: 


	Emergency Department

Bendigo Healthcare Group

 

	Location:


	Bendigo Regional Clinical School

	Telephone:


	03 5440 9006 (Pamela Snow)

	Email:


	pamela.snow@med.monash.edu.au (Pamela Snow)

	Number of students:
	1

	Webpage:


	n/a  

	Ethics Clearance :
	Required x 2 (Monash University and Bendigo Healthcare Group) 

	
	


	Project Description

	Background
In the emergency medicine setting, many tests (in particular blood screens and radiology) are routinely ordered, however evidence suggests that too often there is not a logical, evidence-base for many of the tests requested. This results in increased burden for the health budget, as well as excessive demand on already-stretched pathology and radiology services. Further, test results derived from excessive / unnecessary testing do not necessarily contribute to clinical decision-making and improved patient care. 
Aim
The aim of this project is to better understand the clinical decision-making processes of medical staff at all levels of experience and expertise  in the ED setting with respect to the ordering of pathology and radiology tests. The intended outcome of the project is a protocol for implementation in the BHCG ED with the goal of establishing and maintaining a sustainable system for rational investigation
ordering.
Method 

Following the completion of a literature review, a mixed-methods (quantitative and qualitative) approach will be used, to both observe clinician-practice and gather data about clinicians’ beliefs and behaviours with respect to the ordering of investigations. Economic data about ED expenditure on the ordering of investigations will also be interrogated.  This data will be employed to develop a protocol that can be applied in this setting; it may also be possible within the B Med Sci project to conduct a small pilot of the protocol and examine its acceptability to staff as well as its likely effects on staff behaviour. 
It is expected that a student completing this project would gain considerable exposure to, and experience in the ED setting. 
Results 
Results will be reported descriptively and inferentially as appropriate.


