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The last six months has seen considerable activity around the School and

in partnership with other universities, health services and professional

groups. We were delighted to welcome Ms Adrienne White who has taken

a joint position with the School and Cabrini Hospital in Practice

Development for Midwifery Services. This position builds on the work of

Dr Jenny Newton and her team over the past two years in developing a W O R L D W I D E

focus on practice development, as a way of ‘moving forward’ to achieve

At a dlittering ceremony in Port Moresby in April attended by
friends, family, employers, health care professionals and officials,

32 new graduates of the Bachelor of Nursing received their
testamurs from the Pro-Vice Chancellor of the Gippsland campus,

our goals of patient-centred care, through challenging and supporting
each other in our work and valuing research and education in that
process. The international links that the School has with the Royal College

of Nursing (London) and the University of Ulster are providing an Professor Brian Mackenzie.

excellent mechanism to auspice practice development and finally bridge

the theory-practice gap that has bedevilled nursing, since its transfer of The program was funded by AusAID and operated and managed
education to the tertiary sector. We will keep you informed of our by Monash University and World Wide Projects. This unique high
developments and opportunities for our alumni to contribute and profile course targeted 40 nurse educators and clinical
participate. supervisors from eight provincial Schools of Nursing in Papua

New Guinea from both government and church run agencies.
Many of the graduates are senior nurses with a national profile but
have been previously unable to access bachelor level education.
In a country in which few women hold tertiary qualifications, it is
especially pleasing that 26 of the graduates are women.

Congratulations go to the first group of students who have graduated in
Papua New Guinea. Their graduation was a result of some very important
work being undertaken to provide opportunities for advancement of the
nursing profession in our neighbouring counties. Jeni Grubb, the project

leader, observed that "these nurses are an inspiration for all of us ... and The Bachelor program is linked with the governments policy of
there graduation was a special event in the lives of many of us". upgrading pre-registration nurse education to Diploma level and to

improve rural health service delivery. According to the Course
The School continues to graduate outstanding nurses in our academic Coordinator, Jeni Grubb, the program has successfully trialed the
programs. Our ‘Good Universities’ rating and the demand for our model of off-campus, distributed learning in Papua New Guinea.
graduates remain excellent. What is more impressive is the leadership we Much of the success of the program has been attributed to the
see our alumni provide to improve the health and wellbeing of our level of academic and personal support provided through a close

partnership between academics from the Monash School, local
facilitators and the in-country Academic and Welfare Coordinator,
Ms Bejone Dotaona.

communities. An alumnus, Ms Fran Chambers demonstrates this
leadership quality in our graduates. She has built on her distinguished
career in management of ambulatory care to pioneer hospital in the home
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services for Melbourne and regional health services in the past decade.
Congratulations Fran.

In our last Nursing News we introduced the launch of an appeal for the
Vivian Bullwinkle Chair in palliative care nursing. We are still seeking
your support for this appeal. Research, such as palliative care research,
reflects our commitment to advancement of humanitarian nursing values
and our purpose, by answering clinical questions that enables us to
provide quality care. Whether we are investigating the special needs in
palliative care or finding ways to meet the needs of under-served
populations we need to commit to developing our discipline base. The
generation of nursing knowledge and its translation into effective health
care is core to the mission of the School of Nursing.
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