
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
2 June 2009 
 
 
 
RENOWNED STEM CELL BIOLOGIST TO JOIN ARMI 
 
Professor Nadia Rosenthal, Director of the Australian Regenerative Medicine Institute (ARMI), 
today announced the appointment of Dr Tiziano Barberi to the position of Group Leader at the 
Institute. 
 
“Dr Barberi is at the forefront of embryonic stem cell research”, said Prof Rosenthal. 
 
“His achievements in directing stem cells to become skeletal muscle are outstanding”, she said. 
 
Dr Barberi is currently an Assistant Professor at the Beckman Research Institute at the City of 
Hope comprehensive cancer centre in California.  
 
He is responsible for new ways to direct the ‘cell fate’ of embryonic stem cells—transforming 
them into fat, bone, cartilage or muscle cells.  
 
His research aims to develop new therapies to treat and prevent a range of degenerative 
illnesses.  Specifically, Dr Barberi will continue his research into muscular dystrophy, as well as 
his neuroscience investigations—where he is examining methods to transform stem cells into 
retinal tissue. 
 
Dr Barberi is also involved in research that aims to identify tumour-initiating cells and to 
develop new methods to make and study neural crest cells from embryonic stem cells. Neural 
crest cells are essential to forming adrenal glands, facial bone and peripheral nervous system 
cells. 
 
“His addition to the ARMI team will significantly enhance our research into regenerative 
processes”, Prof Rosenthal said. 
 
Dr Barberi will commence his new role in September 2009.  
 
Australian Regenerative Medicine Institute: http://www.med.monash.edu.au/armi/index.html  
Contact: Mr Silvio Tiziani (Chief Operating Officer) +61 3 9902 9603 or 
+61 3 418 536 209.  

 
 
 

 

  

 



 
 
 

Background 
 
About Professor Barberi’s research 
Dr Barberi is a leading scientist in the field of embryonic stem cell research.  His research is focused on 
methods to isolate stem/precursor cells originating from embryonic stem cells (ESC) that will eventually 
have therapeutic applications. Using ESC as a research tool, Dr Barberi also examines fundamental 
questions in development, such as uncovering mechanisms of cell fate and tissue specification. In 
particular, he is interested in the specification of the mesendoderm, as well as the neural crest specification 
during early neurulation.  
 
Stem cell biology is a relatively young discipline in biomedical research that offers hope for finding 
therapeutic advances in the treatment of degenerative diseases and cancer. In addition, stem cell 
differentiation studies help reveal cellular and molecular mechanisms governing cell fate and tissue 
specification.  
 
About ARMI 
The Australian Regenerative Medicine Institute is a state-of-the-art research facility established with 
support from Monash University and the Government of Victoria. Located on Monash’s Clayton 
campus, the Institute builds on the University’s existing strengths in biomedical research.  
 
The Institute is one of the world's largest regenerative medicine and stem cell research hubs. Research 
focuses on understanding basic mechanisms underlying regeneration. Ultimately, this research aims to 
prevent, halt and reverse damage to vital organs due to disease, injury or genetic conditions. This will 
lead to treatments for conditions such as neurodegenerative disorders, diabetes, arthritis, musculo-
skeletal and cardiovascular diseases.   
 
 
About EMBL Australia 
In March 2008 Australia became the inaugural associate member of Europe’s pre-eminent research 
institute, the European Molecular Biology Laboratory (EMBL). The membership was offered due to 
Australia’s scientific strengths in cell biology, clinical research, stem cells and regenerative medicine, 
chemical biology and genetic epidemiology. 
 
EMBL is renowned for creating the next generation of scientific leaders through an interdisciplinary 
approach and an emphasis on mobility, creativity and early independence. The EMBL model provides 
long-term research funding certainty for young scientists, fostering a collaborative approach and creating 
enhanced outcomes. 
 
EMBL Australia was founded by the following organisations on behalf of the Australian science 
community: 
• Monash University 
• The University of Sydney 
• The University of Western Australia 
• The University of Queensland 
• Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation 
 
Seed funding for the EMBL Australia initiative is provided by the Commonwealth Government 
Department of Innovation, Industry and Scientific Research and Victorian State Government Department 
of Industry, Innovation and Regional Development. 
 
 



 
 
 
About Monash University 
Monash University is committed to finding solutions for 21st Century challenges such as climate change, 
water shortage, cancer, diabetes, obesity and those posed by terrorism. 
 
The University undertakes innovative, multidisciplinary research addressing national and international 
priorities. With campuses and partnerships in Australia and overseas, Monash pursues knowledge and 
solutions from a global perspective. 
 
While only 50 years old, Monash is one of the world’s most international universities, with campuses in 
Malaysia and South Africa, a centre in Italy and six campuses in Australia. 
 
It is ranked among the top 50 universities in the world and one of the top six universities in Australia by the 
Times Higher Education Supplement.  The University actively recruits talented staff from around the world 
to ensure an excellent standard of teaching and student engagement. It also attracts the world’s best 
researchers and over $200 million a year in research funding. 
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